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THE CPFRATIONS OF COMPANY C, 18TH INFANTRY (1ST INF. pIvV.)
IN THE ATTACK CRUCIFIX HIIL, 8 ‘OCTOBER 1944 NELAND CAMPAIGN)
, (AACHEN OFFENSIVE)
[Personel Experience of a Company Commender)

INTRODUC TION

This monograph coveras the operations of Company "C", 18th Infantry,
Pirst United States Infantry Division, in the capture of Crucifix Hill,
Aachen, Germany Offensive, during the period 8 and 9 October, 1944 (Rhine-
land Campaign), end is the personsl experience of the company commandéer,
Compsny "C",

In the initial landings in Normandy, the First Division was one of
the assault divisions, It landed on D-Day end rapidly pushed to Caumont.
When the 4merican Forces broke out of the beachhsad in July at St..Lo,
the First Division was one of the divisions rushed through the gap t¢ ex-
ploit the breskthrough, |

Following ths breskthrough at St. Lo, the Division swung wide apd
was able to help close the trap on the Germans in the Falise pocket, After
the Fallse pocket metion, the First Division raced across France, by-passing
Paris, toward Soisson, the famous battiegrounﬁ of the FPiret Divieion in
World War I,

From Soiseon the Division swung north towh&dswuohé, Belgium. Here in
September the First Division dealt the Germans =z severe defeat, having
captured over 17,000 prisoners and killing nearly 5000 Germans as they
| attempted to evacuste Belgium and Freance and occupy the Siegfried Line sast
of Mons near Aechen, Germany. Following the Mons pocket action, the First
Division turned towards Aachen, where it was assigned the mission of pene-
trating the Siegfrisd Line,

TERRAIN FEATURES

rThe country surrounding dachen may best be described as rolling hills
interspersed with woods and higher ridges. Smell towns and villagee were
numerous in the area., These towns were generally in the lowlands and some
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The ﬁllages‘e all of masonry and stone co‘ruction. These had
been bombed comnsiderabdbly before we got there, and most of them were no-
thing but heeps of rubble. In some villages, the rubble was so high that
tanks could not get through it.

Southwest of Aschen was the Aschen State Forest. This was very thickly
wooded, the trees averaging 25-35 feet in height. The slopes were very
stesp throughout the forest,

,_..)-"'a#

CRUCIFIX HILL AND THE SIEGFRIED LINE

The Siegfried Line, extending along the 18th Infantry's zone of action,
consisted of & solid, intricatsely-fashioned front of strong points defend-
ing the West Wall of Germany, Such a strong point was Crueifix Hill, so
namsd because & large crucifix stood at the top of it., These strong points
were comprised of specially dug antitank ditches, mined areas, natursl and
artifieisl obstacles; fortified houses and sheds snd garages; well-concesled
conerete installations of pillboxes and emplacement; dug-in tanks and tank
turrets used as stationary pillbexes; trenches, foxholes; alii-trenches end
large cpen emplacements for MG nests, 88mm guns, AT guns, antomatic wsapons
and heavier artillery.

The ditches and mine areass were the first barriers, The ditches, 12°
wide, 4' deep, were 75 yards in front of the dragon's teeth. The dragon's
teeth fbrmed a belt 80" wide, with a céncrete wall on both sides. On our
side they were 2'7" high; toward the enemy they were 4'10™ high,

Behind the drsgon's teeth and on commanding ground eovering all
approaches to the antitank ditches and concrete barriers, were a series of
concrete installations of pillboxes and emplacements, The pillboxes
averaged 87' in circumference, 6' in depth from top to bottom inside, and
were expertly and complete covered, excluding the turrets, with brush
end long grass.

The bunkers were normally 20-30 feot by 40-50 feet, and 20-25 feet in
height, of which at least half was below the ground. The walls end roofs
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for great quantit' of smmunition; bunks for the nders; stedl doors;
and ventilator sysfems. Surrounding the bunkers were trenches with MG
nests, AT guns end open earthworks for heavier artillery.

Also present were tank turret pillboxes, which were flanked by MG
positions. ?hese tank turret pillboxes were usually situsted near cross-
roads with rotary fields of fire in all directions ranging from 250 to 500
yards of open, commanding observation. These turrets wers 19' in circume
ference, 2'6" above the ground and were 3" thick (stesel) with & apertures
and 6 pesep holes,

Such was fhe organlzation of a strong point. Most of them, including Cru-

1

¢ifix Hill, were supperted by artillery and high velocity direct-fire weapons, !

o PRELIMINARY PREPARATIONS

[ Six days prior to the attack the battalion was placed in a reorganizing
arsa, 8000 yards m of Aachen. Here the battalion was reorganized
into small assesult groups for the next attack on the Siegfried Line. We
received replacements, which brought the battalion up to TO strength.

The battalion commeander and his sta®f drew up an assault training pro=
gream, and the next slx days were spent at hard training. The battalion was
trained on dumy pillboxes. The qummy pillboxes were ahandoned enemy tanks
and built-up moundz of earth. We were also trained to-reorganizs from
small agsault groups to the normel defensivs p031ti°?flj For the next mission
Company "C" was assigneﬁ the tssk of capturing Crucifix Hill., For thisas
agsault the Company was deployed as followa:

A - Ranger Platoon was assigned the mission of flank security.

B - 84 Platoon was the base platoon and was to assault on the left of
the tréil leading west from Verlautenheide, the treil inclusive to
the 24 Platoon,

C = lat Platoon was to mssault along the right, and to use the trail
to guide by.

D ~ The 3rd or Support Platoon was to support by fire from position,
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in an-0ld cemetery west of Verlautenheide and be prepared to come forward

e

on eall, (ﬁe. had x‘ of the area we were to asaau..vith the know pill-
boxes marked on them. FEach small unit knew what bunker or pillbox it was
to assault and just where they fitted into the company piecture. This type
of training was very beneficisl, and it paid off in the end; it should be
stressed from the Aighest to the smsllest unit co;mand%i:} (1)

Ordsrs were received on 7 Qctober 1944 calling for a serles of con-
tinuing attacks by the 2nd, lst, and 3rd battalions of the 18th Infantry
Regiment; in that order. First the 2nd Battalion, using Ellendorf as a
base, was to seize Verlautenheide. Immediately upon its seizure and organi=-
zation, the lst Battalion was to jump off from the town for its assault on
Crueifix Hill, ;!ollowing the capture of the "Hill", the 3rd Battalion was to
be in Regimental reserve during the capture of Verlautenheide and Crueifix
Hill, Their complets leapfrog maneuver would deny ihe Aeschen garrison a
route of supply, and when contaet could he mede with units of the 30th Div-
ision pressing down south of Wurselen, it would be jisclated from the rost
of Germeny, (2)

It was‘planned,fhat the 2nd Battalion would seize Verlautenheids and
block to the Northeast; they would assist by fire the attack of the lst Bn
on the objective. The 1lst Bn would seize Crucifix Hill, 900 yards west of
Verlautenheide, and cuf, by fire end mines, the Haaren-Zuiweden road nerth
west of Crucifix Hill. The 3rd Bn was to seize the low ridge end Hill 192
no}thwest of Eilendorf end then be prepared to seize Haaren on o:de:. (3}

The 1st Bn plan called for the unit to assemble in Verlautenheide with
the least possible delay, and prepare to attack on order. "C" Sompany
along tha ridge liqe wast from Verlsutenheide was to seize Crueifix Hill,
"A" Company would attack on the left of "C" Company, seize pillboxes 17,
18, 19, 20, and cpen emplacemsnts to tie in with "C" Company at the trail

south of pillbox number 33. Company "B" was to remain in battalion reserve

in Verlautenheide. They were to be prepared to essist either assault

(1) A-1; (2, 3) A-2, Chapter 10,
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Infantry. (4)
The supportin@®fires for the battalion were asgllowa:
1 Battalion Light Artillery, 32nd FA Bn.
4 Guna, 155mm in Eilendort.
1 Platoon ¥-10 634 T.D. in Eilendorf,
1 Platoon tanks, 745 Tenk Bn in Eilendorf.
Battalion 8lmm Mortars. (5)

The Tenk Destroyers were in position in Eilendorf in diree¢t fire po-
sitions. The Artillery was emplaced, initially, in indirect fire positions.
The 8lmm mortars went forward. All of the direct supporting fires could
fire on the south side of Crucifix Hill, and keep up thefire until assault
groups signaled to 1ift fires for the final assault., (6)

Detailsd observations were made daily on Crucifix Hill amd vicinity by
all the officers of the Bn, from 24 to 7th October 1944. Most Platoon Sgts
and squad leaders went on the same reconnaissance daily, (7)

43l bl;ns were completed in the present area, and &t the time we d4idn't
know on what day the attack would tske place. At the Bn C.,P., we had asccess
to late aerisl photos of Crucifiz Hill and vieinity. (8)

On 7 October 1944 Captain Rdward W. McGreoger, Bn S-3, and myself made
a day-long study of the objective arsa from the forward OP's of "K" Company,
18th Inf, aﬁd *E" and"F* Companies of the 16th Inf north of Ellendorf, We
returned to the Bn C.P, about 1800 hours on the 7th October., The Bn had been
alerted to the fact that the attack would teke place on 8 October 1944‘with
H hour set at 0400, The Bn M,T.0. had picked up trucks from the Engineer
Combat Group, which had relieved the lst Bn in Aachen State For.est on 2 Qet.
These trucks were convoyed to the battalion bivouse area. (9)

The battalion entrucked at dark. The Bn, with attached units, left the
assembly area at 2000, and traveled easgt by truck and attached tanks to a de-
trucking point in Brasnd. This point was reached at 2300 hours. The 26th Inf
was ordered to turn over all motors on trucks and tanks, to deceive the enemy
of the 18th Inf move to Brand end Eilendort. ¥10)

The Bn detrucked in Brand and remeined thers until 0045, They then moved
in & column of companies to Eilendorf, amd took cover in cellars to walit for

R 24 Aurolivm ‘-,D%.I,,,.g Ve Lo X Shiida
(4,d5) A-s;\’?a) Aml; ('?,%, 9) &3; (10, 11} a-l, a-3,
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I : THE ASSAULT

At 0400 hour’a October, a friendly artiller}ﬁ’arrage, consisting of

i eleven Bns of Artillery, pounded Verlautenheide and Orucifix Hill for one
hour prior to the attack of the 24 Bn on its objective.| After the 24 Bn
had teken Verlautenheide the lst Bn would psass through the town to seize and
secure Crucifix Hill, The 24 Bn captured its objective by 0700. The lst
Bn was ordersd to start its ﬁpproach march to its forward assembly area in
Verlautenheide, sbout 0800, The battslion commander orderad the battalion
to move out at once,

The battallion commander and forward command group arrived at the for-
ward essembly area in Verlautenheide at 1000 hours. 4s soon as I, Ceptain
Company "C", arrived I reported to the battalion commander end explained to
him the situation of the company and its éondition. The company had been
shelled all the way up from Eilendorf, snd I reported the company's caauﬁltiea.
The Bn commander wanted to know if we could attack at once, captain-MCGreoger
stepped up and msaid it would taks Broﬁn soms time to get his compan& forward to
his assembly area, which was to be the cellars in Verlautenmheide. (12)

My Zxecutive officer, Lt Van Wagnor, had pushed on up to where I was
in Verlautenheide whers I wes looking for cellars for the company. At this

time the enemy was shelling the tewn heavily, Lt Van Wagnor had with Him
the company c?mmand group and part of two platoons. (13)

Wo placed them in cellars, and Lt Van Wegnor and I returned by way of
the approach march route about 800 yards, end got the rest of the company -
rolling again, The company was quickly reorganized and put into the cel-
lars so ss to keep esach assault platoon together,

I had my artillery and 8lmn mortar observers gst on a housetop, where
they éould observe the objective area; I also placed the H.M.G. on house-
tops sc they could have a good field of fire. I put ocut a covering force
and had all platoon leaders join their platcons to await my return from my
ground reg¢onnsalssance,

(12) a-1, A-3; (13) a-1,
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I had a 536 radio sent toc the FA obsafver 80 &8 to keep contact with
him, and took with a 538 radio, walking west tov. Crucifix Hill, (l-ii

I was out about 400 yards from Verlautenheide when I received MG and
rifle fire from south and southeast; the enémw also started dropping mor-
tars near me,

I hit the ground and crawled in the direction of the small aerms fire
and again seversl bursts of MG fire came in my direction. I withdrew to a
small cemetery in Verlautenheide where I had my covering force. One of the
covering force opened fire and three ecnemy put up their hands and sarrendered.
I took the‘prisoners to my C.P. where I discovered that the Ranger Platoon
had tyanty—two prisoners in a cellar, The man who found them was Sgt David
Cooper, who was later commissgioned. (15) ”
| I got all the platoon leaders together and gave our plan of sattack.
The lst Platoon would attack on the right trail leading to Crucifix Hill
and.be assigned their pillboxes by number. The bunkers or pillboxes had
heen previously numbérsd. The 2nd Platoon would asssult on the left of the
trail, and were assigned their plllboxes. |

The Ranger platcon would act as left flaﬁk security, and was assigned
one pillbox., They were to engage the enemy who fired on me while I made
my reconnalssance, I would then be able to locate the pillboxes for them.
They were also to block the rear of Cruecifix Hill.

The H.M,G.'s and my Support Flatoon were ordersd to go into position
to support the attack, and come forward on call,

The 60mm mortars would go in position west of Vbrlautenheide and move
forward with the H.M.G.'s and my Support Platoon,

The 8lmm mortar observers and the artillery observers were to follow
the lat snd 2nd Platoons,

All platoons had a 536 radio, and I had an extra 200 radio that belonged
to the Ranger Flatoon. This radic was left with my Executive Officer to

enable me to have double contaet with him. I checked to see that every cne

(14, 15) A-1,

9



knew the signals to }ift fires ;r toréailrféfﬁfira;f Finally watches were
set, and the tima.a 1140 hours. 4ll platoon lea.s were directed to ree
turn to their platoons snd give their men the instructions.

At "H" hour I would give the signal to move out from my position with the
Znd Platoon. The Ranger Platoon oan the left would move cut when they saw
the 2nd Platoon move. The 1st Platoon would do likewise on the right. (18}

My Executive Officer and Communications Sgt werse present when the orders
were 1ssued. I returned to the Bn C.P. When I got there a message was
coming in from Regiment. When the message was cleared, it was found that
we woere to hold the attack on Crucifix Hill until 1330 hours. I gave the
Bn commander all information about the enemy, and also informed him of my
reconnalssance and plan of attack. He hed no comments to make,

I returned to my C.P., end gave the attack time to my platoon loaders,
and told them I would lead out in front of the 2nd Platoon with my 300
radio operator and runner. I told them that we would mnve'out on the dou-
ble since there wes no cover from our jump-off to the "Hill", This move-
ment would kesp us from heing in the open as short a time as possible,
The terrain in front of the ls:l: snd 2nd Platoons was open and flat whils
that before the Rangers was rolling. I made a check ¥With the battalion
cormandsr to see if any change had been made in the plans. {17)

it the time of the jump-off the Ranger Platoon ceame under fire from
two strong pointe about 200 yards west of the cemetery., The firing was also
coming in front of the advance of the iwo assault platoons, but we kept
pushing to the base of the "Hill", As we hit the hase of the objective both
platoons came under heavy MG and rifle fire from the objective area, My
runner, radio operator, end I jumped over the embankment to an old trail
well below the enemy fire. At this time my 536 raedio operator goi a message
that Lt Cameron of the Ranger Platoon had been wounded, but he was still

going, and was assaulting the assigned pillbox. They were also engaged

(18) 4-1; (17) A-3,
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with two other enemy strong points. (I calied the lst and 2nd Platoons

with my 536 radio.i learned that b‘ot'h platoons w‘ pinned down and
could not move. (18)

1l ordered Lt Marvain, the 2nd Platoon leader, to throw some pole and
satchel cherges over the bank., 41 was golng to see if we could uss them
to knock out the bunkers covering the asssult platoons. 1 was only ten
yards from the platocn, hut well below the fire holding thém.up. The first
charge to come down was a satchel charge. (19)

I picked the charge up and crawled to the pillbox and ran up to the
aperture, At the same %ime an enemy rifleman opened the door and started
out. However, when he sew me, he dashed back into fortification no, 23, I
_jumped at the door and tried to slam it shnt; however, the exeited enemy
hed left his rifle in the doorway., I openéd the doer at the same time I
pulled the fuze on my chargé and tossed it inside the bunker, alammed the
door, and jumped back over the embankment as the pillbox and its éccupants
were blown up. ! (20)

My radIb operator got another message from the Rangers stgting that
Lt Cemeron had been wounded Ehe second time, and that his platoon had de=-
stroyed pillbox number 22. [ﬁ& two assault platoons were still pinned
down, and now we were receiving both artillery and mortar fire., My rumners
and I picked up more pols charges and aafchel charges, and moved near pill-
box number 26, and fired a yellow smoke grenade signal on the south slde
of the pillbhox for the 155mm in Eiléndorf to lift fire, so as to meke the
final assault on the bunker. (81)

This time it took both the pole charge and the satchel charge to do
the job. This pulled the fire from part of the 2nd Platoon.| At the ssme
time I réceived a wound in my knee. When I returned to my rumnsr he told
me that he had a message from the Rangsr Platcon., Lt Cameron had been hit
for the third time, and this time he had been killed. .Sgt Wills, the
platoon Sg¢t, was in command, but could not mo#a his platoon ﬁecause of
(18, 19) 4-l; (20) A-4, 4-5; (21) 4-1.
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small arms and artillery fire. IIcoﬁigﬁ;;;w;;;;;;;f£ﬁe7battalion com-
mander to give himéé situatioﬁ; but pert of the Z.Platoon end one
assault group hed moved arcund with me on an old trail. The squad lesder
had been hit, apd his second in command could not move cut with this
asssult group. (22) |

XE;ey hed a flamethrower, so I aselgned them to one pillbox number 29,
and with the help of & good rifleman to keep the aperture closed ancther
pillbox, bupker number 24 was scon neutralized. This relieved the pressure
on ﬁoth assault platoogflk I realized now thaf I had been wounded again--
once on the wrist and onee on the chin. This probably happened when we
were working on the last pillbox. -(23)

Xﬁith'pillboxes number 23, 22, 26, 29, end 2¢ neutralized this took the
grazing small erms fire from my essault platoons. As a result both ihe
2d and lst Platoons moved to their assigned pillboxzes and were-neutralizing
them in good speed.

From my present positior, I saw three pillboxes go out at one time
from actions of the agsault platoo?j:k At this time I sent my runner back
to my Executive Officer with en oral order to move up all the remaining
detachments end support platoon to pillbox number 26, and to proceed to the
Bn C.P. snd let the Bn commander know the situation. (24)

It was now 1410 and my 300 radio msde contact with the battalion., We
were nearing the crucifix, put it had been shot down, Lt Snyder of the
18t Platoon had been wounded but was still fighting. I moved over with Lt
Marvain, who was 2nd Platoon leader, and we rushed down the hill to a small
cemetery near pillbox number 38, which was to be his left sectdr. Pillbox
3¢ was not manned, but nine enemy lay dead around the bunker. ( 25)

I gpt a hand signel from Lt Snyder, who said that all plllbozes had
been cleared out in thet ares. My radic operator contacted the bettalion

and told the commender that the hill had besen teken. At this time I noticed

(22) A4, A-5; (23) a-4, A-6; (24, 25) A-l.
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ffthe enemy was withdrawing from the front of the Ranger Platoon, I eould
als0 ses our supp. platoon moving up. I called . artillery obgarver,
and he brought fire on the Jerries who were trying to form south of Crueifix
Hill, I also contacted Sgt Hammeck, who was in commend of the 3rd Piatoon,
to have one sguad work over to the rear of the pillbox near the Ranger Pla-
toon to block the draw 100 yerds south of the Hill, (26} ,

At the seme time I got & messsge from Sgt Wills, who sald that he had
completed him mission, but thet he had eight men wounded or missing. I
ordered him to get his platoon orgenized, and to meet me at the base of the
"Hill* at once. I returned to the assault platoon lsaders to see how
they were coming with our hasty defense plens. 1 showed Lt Snyder where
we wanted the H.M,G. to go in position before returning tc the base of
the "Hill", At the rendezvous, I met Sgt Wills, of the Ranger Flatoon,
and Sgt Hammeck, of the 3rd Pletoon, =nd assigned them their sectors and
got set for the expected enemy sction. (27)

We expscted a counterattack et any time. I had a few words with my
Exsoutive Officer and showed him where to place the mortars, I took my
runner, 60mm and Slmm moriar observers to their OP's and hed my communi-
cations Sgt lay wires to all platoons and OP's. It was now 153C hours,
and our casualties were being evacueted to the battelion ald station in
Verlsutenheide,

I returned dp the "H{1l" to our OP's and begen to register points,
and pick out our final protective line. The artillery ard mortsr concens
trations were coordinated with this FPL. &t 1730 hours I left to inspect
my LMG section,

I returned to Lt Marvain near pillbox 39 and decided to let him have
one squad from the support platoon to oceupy pillbox 39 and 40, Ve were
then receiving heavy artillery snd meortar fife, sg well as some machine gun

and sniper fire from positione north of the "Hill". I alerted all rifle

(26, 27) a1,
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platoons elong the line as well as the observers,that Sgt Almeter and I
were gc_-ing out fro to the north of our poaitions,‘d for everyone to keep
his eyes open for mechine guns and snipers. They were informed that we
would be out about 200 yards, and aercss our entire front. (28)

Yo got about 300 yards northeast of the cemetery at pillbox 39 when
we came unﬂer heavy small arms fire. At this time I got shot through
the shoulder, and Sgt Almeter got hit in the stomach. He fell to the groumd.
I plcked him up to his knees and asked him if he could crawl beck with me
to pilibox 39, where I could get aid for him. We were nearing pillbox 39
when Lt Snyder saw the shape we were in. He rushed up the trall, and gave
me a hand with Sgt Almeter. Lt Snyder was down there chQCking with Lt
Marvain on our defense plans. I got a man from Lt Mﬁrvgin to help me get
Sgt Almoter {:o the Compeny C.P. at pillbox 26. The Aid man administered
some emergency aid to Sgt Almster, and with fhe P,¥.'s we had at the C.F.,
we removed some bunks from the pillboxes and had the P.W.'s act as litier
beare;g to earry our caguslties back to the Batialion Aid Station in Ver-
.lgutenheide. (29}

It was then sbout 1830 hours. When I got to my C.P. the Battalion S-3
was there and wanted to check my final protective fires for the battalion.
He also told me that "B" Company had moved intc the gep along the ridge line
from Verleutenheide. I hed the Aid man do gsome first aid work on me, and
tpe let Sgt had some hot coffee. As you know, these pillboxes héve stoves
in them. (30)

I returned to the Battalion C.P. with Captein McGreoger end got all
the orders for the night, then returned to the Company C.P. to check on
all defenses for the night, and put out some edditional listqning posts
- and walted for the expected counterattack that did not come off until 0400
g Oetober. The enemy attempted to retsake Crueifix Hill by storm. Three

waves of Infantrymen and assault engineers moved up the northern and western

{28) A-1, A-4; (29) a-1; (30} A-1, 4-3.
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sioPes. The men of the company held their amall grﬁs fire until the Jerries
were slmost upon « Then, as the cnemy was silNgetted by our artillery
fleres and W.P. shells, they opened up with a murderous grazing fire that
piled the onrushing Germsns in fronmt of théir foxholes. (31)

The H.M.G. SBection, Compeny "D", commanded by Lt Yerbor (yardbird),
pgrticularly distinguished itself. The gunners, swinging'their guns with
free traverse, blazed away at every enemy in sight. The enemy (or whate
ever ghattered remnants were left) withdrew as suddenly as they had attscked,
leaving behind fortywod® desd within our "bloody rock" throwing distance;
also leaving thirty-five priscners. Over ons hundred dssd could be seen
out in the path of the artillery and mortar fire. (32

Sizty men and officers from the 18th Infantry died on the battlefield
that day, and meora werse to follow in thé face of the desperate enemy
counterattacks. It was rugged going; but Crucifix Hill no longer looked
down our throsts, ﬁpon our front lines, or rear areas. (33}

Compeny "A" faiied to gain its objective, therehy leaving Company g
on Crucifix Hill exposed in all directions except to the east. This com-
pelleﬁ Compsany "C® ané the attached Rangers ;o defend in three directions,
north, south and west, totaling approximately 1700 yerds sbout the hill,

{\Eéter on in the morning, two (2) ‘self-pfopallad 156mm guns were enmw
placed north of Eilendorf tc engage the enemy_strong points still holding
out against Company "A" in the viecinity of pillboxes 17, 18, and 19. The
guns succeeded in smashing two (2) pillboxeé completely and laid deadly
fire on the rest of the enemy in the area. \ (34} |

The battalion commander ordered me to have my support platoaq asgist
Compgny PA® by attacking the plllboxes from the rear or west side. This
succeeded in dislodging the enemy from many of his positions. Heavy cas-
ualties wers inflicted upon the ememy, and 12 prisoners were tsken; (35)

thus completing the "Bn"™ mission. Gompanj "i* tied in with Company "C"

(31} 4-1, A-3; (32) a-1, &-2; (33) a-2; (34, 35) A-l, A=2, A=3.
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by fire neer the trail on the south side of Crueifix Hill about 1300,

] Octobe_r 1944 ; er, I think, if Company "B" h.aeen ordered to push
up south of Cruciﬁ._xlﬁill within Compeny "C"*'s zone of action in the late
evening of 8 October, end asssulted the pillboxes from the rear, or west,

- which were holding Company "A™ up, it would heve saved time and lives. The
mission q'f/'tha battalion would have been completed mich faster, and would
have closed the rear of Company “C", thus allowing them more men witﬁ which
to meet the enemy throate from the north and northwest.

This completed one of the most difficult and important missions ever
assigned the lst Battalion, léth Infantry, of the lst U, S, Infaniry Div-
islon.

- The total number of casuslties from Company "C* in the attack on
Crueifix Hill in the Aachen Offensive, 8 October 1944, (Rhineland Cémpaign) s

was as follows: (36)

Compsny "C" rerger 7, Fnemy
K.I nAc I ol i~ A K.T shie
U = Officers 4 - OFFEn 150 - Officers and Men
5 - EpM‘ 3 - ver
W.X.4A, w/ L A, . W.I.A, [PrisonerS)
2 - Officers o< p/ﬁ/.;cm 1 -~ Cfficer
33 - EM, b - Aten 20 - odd E.M,
Captured by Enemy Cap Forre & Captured
None. ,;,,”e 1 - Officer

75 - E.M. or over (37)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In meking a study of this operation, it will be seen the 1st Bat-
talion, 18th Infaﬁtr*y, was assigned & mosat important missjon. The bat-
taliqn. was under observed heavy mortar and artillery fire. As the reader
can see, Crucifix Hill stends over 239 meters, or over 777 feet high, plus
about 60 feet for the Crucifix thst stood on the hiil, making & total
of about 837 feet--several hundred feet higher than our approach march

. {38) A-1; (37) a-l, &-2, A-3,
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route from Eilendoyf to Verlautenheide. This was s daylight maneuver for
the battalion, A‘or the part of Company "C", wi.the Battalion Ranger
Platoon attached, it should be noted they were given a frontal attack mis-
8ion on a hill that was studded with piliboxes,

It also will be seen that Company "C" was given at least a two-compeny
sector to attack aﬁﬂ hold at ell cost, and that the left flank and rear
were open to the enemy until closed the following day.

It will 2lsc be noted the slement of surprise, that we have bean
taught to use as a primary rulg, was not included in this operation.

The lst Battalion moved up too soon from Filendorf, following so close
10 the 2nd Battalion that we got caught in the enemy's barrages on our app=
roach march, It can easily be seen that the succesa of this batile dur-
ing the first five (5) minutes after the jump-off was when the enemy in
front of the Ranger Platoon put his fire on them end let the two asssult
platoons gzet to his rear amd flanks, Thée enemy failed to open fire with
his.ﬁG and r?fles from Crucifix Hill, thereby letting‘two asseult platééne
cross about ?00 yards of open terrain, and Qtill be orgenized, and letting
the mein effort get at thes base of the hill, (Eithough the two assault
platoons got pinned down, we have been taught that as_long as any member
of the assaulting force can meneuver you sre not pinned down, and in this
case Mever do nothing; think fast and act correctly. Also, it wili be noted
that shell crstors cut down the field of fire of the enemy and offered cover
for the sassaulting forces,

It was also learned that the enemy holding the hill was punch drunk
from our preparatior shelling on the hill prier to the attack, The above
infermation about the enemy being punch drunk from our shelling was gotten
from P.W.'s who were captured on the hill, Some of the P,W.'s had swollen
eyes, and their skin was a light navy blue color, caused from the con-
cussion of our éhelling prior.and during our at?:gf:l

The advence was so fast, and the direct fire from Eilendorf so effec-

tive and heavy that the enemy wes confused.
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It will also §e noted that in many cases it wag the individusl on the
spot who made the guick deeislonsg and carried them*t.

To sum up the results of this battle it will be noted that the advance
from Eilendorf, ageinst observed heavy ertillery and mﬁrtar fire, diser~
ganized the company and we suffered heavy casualties-~but it succeeded in
carrying out its missicn, |

It will be noted that with well-treined soldiers when their lesaders
are killed or wounded the next subordinate tekes over if he wes well-trained
and present during the briefing pericds.

In the case that the squed leceder and his gecond in command are wounded

if a soldier is properly trained and instructed he can and will carry out

the mission,

LESSONS LEARNED

l. Rehearsals for assault missions pay dividends.
2 Cammuniqgt;pns are a must in any type of operation, but are of
primary importence in mssault missions.

3, Complete coordination must be made to use to the maximum the

—

supporting fires,
4, All infantry soldiers shounld know how fto use demolitions.
5. Al1 men muist know the mission of their unit, and be able to take
over if their lesders become.casualties. |
6. If surprise is not posgible, speed and fire power become most
important.
e, Every leader must be able tc make hasty terrain evaluaticn, end
mske gquick decisions on that astimate,
B, In combat THREE things are of vitsl importence: RECONNAISSANCES
COMMUNICATION; LIAISON,
The first must be made by the unit's commanders before an engage=-
ment to insure for his unit its proper route to the line of §eparture; its

correct deployment, and its proper direction. And further, these essentlals
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maintained by con t effort on the part of ever mmender. Training is

must be continous‘:oughqut the action. The SECONER and THIRD can only he ‘
most important. Let the reader look back to the mix (6‘! deys from 2 to 7
Octobar 1944 when the entire battslion was organized in smsll asssult
groups, and training botb individual and team groups were carried out. The
Battalion Rangers were organized to operate both as a team with Company "“C"
and to carry out its independent missions.

It will also be noted that assigning each assault group & particulap ‘
pillbox in the planning phase, will save the commander time which can be

batter utilized to plan the employment of his commend to meet the ever- |

changing situation on the battlefield. ‘
THE FIRST U.S. INFANTRY DIVISION MOTTO IS:
N MISSION 700 DIFFICULT
O SACRIFICE TO0 GREAT

LY

"6 o wp

1g.




